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DIVING SAFETY OFFICER 
 
 
Description of Work 

This is professional and technical work in directing a marine safety program.  Employees plan, 
develop and conduct the safe operation of a dive program utilizing open circuit Self Contained 
Underwater Breathing Apparatus (SCUBA) and closed circuit rebreathers at a public aquarium in various 
environments.  Employees routinely recruit, evaluate, train, schedule, document, and work closely with 
staff divers including volunteers to effectively carry out dive operations within in-house displays as well as 
in open water.  Employees establish and maintain a dive safety manual that delineates dive protocols and 
procedures, training schedules and standards, which are in full compliance with applicable OSHA, 
Recreational SCUBA Training Council (PADI, SDI, SSI, YMCA, etc.), NAUI and other dive industry 
standards. Work includes developing specifications, overseeing procurement, along with repair and 
maintenance of dive gear inventory.  Work includes working with education department to develop 
lectures and workshops.  Work may involve maintaining equipment records, air compressor operations, 
dive log certification, and dive plans. It may also involve scheduling staff to assist aquariums when 
SCUBA skills are required for maintenance of aquarium facilities and feeding of the live animal display 
collections. Employees may supervise other dive safety staff. Employees typically report to the Assistant 
Aquarium Director or higher-level administrative manager.  
 
RECRUITMENT STANDARDS: 
 
Knowledge, Skills and Abilities 
   Thorough knowledge of OSHA dive standards, as well as industry dive safety standards.   
   Thorough knowledge of and experience in repair and maintenance of a wide variety of dive 
equipment.   
   Ability to organize, coordinate and conduct recreational dive instruction and other educational 
lectures.   
   Ability to develop dive safety training programs, policies and procedures.   
   Ability to plan, develop budgets, and negotiate bids.   
   Ability to operate and maintain dive air compressors.   
   Ability to communicate with and effectively supervise dive teams.  
   
Minimum Training and Experience Requirements 
   Graduation from a four-year college or university with a major in a natural science field, physical 
science, safety management, occupational safety, marine engineering or related field and one year diving 
experience, including scientific diving experience; or an equivalent combination of training and 
experience. Diving experience may be substituted year for year up to a maximum of two years of the 
formal education requirement.   
 
   All degrees must be received from appropriately accredited institutions. 
 
Special Note 

This is a generalized representation of positions in this class and is not intended to identify 
essential functions per ADA. Examples of work are primarily essential functions of the majority of 
positions, but may not be applicable to all positions. 
 
Necessary Special Requirement  
   Certification as a diving instructor from a nationally recognized organization or member of the 
Recreational SCUBA Training Council (PADI, SDI, SSI, YMCA etc.), NAUI etc. 


